
 
 

 
FROM THE EDITOR:       
 
After a couple of years off, I thought it was time to resurrect the clubs 
newsletter.  So here it is.  Please feel free to send comments to my email 
address below 
 
73  
Alan - ZL4FM  
alan@navcom.co.nz 

 
 

BRANCH 30 - HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS: 
 

H.G Hedge (ZL4FD), P.W Johnson (ZL4LV), D.W Carr, 
A. Watson (ZL4WAH), D.K Watson (ZL4GR), D.J Stevenson (ZL4SB) 

 
BRANCH 30 – COMMITTEE: 
 

(President) Dave Mulder  ZL4DK   president@zl4aa.org.nz  
(Vice President) Alan Wilden ZL4FM   alan@navcom.co.nz 
(Sec) Dave Howell  ZL4TAQ      
(Treasurer) Ross Chapman  ZL4RC   Treasurer@zl4aa.org.nz 
 

Committee members 

 Alan Paull    ZL4XDJ     

 Robin Simpson  ZL4BX 

 Arthur Curline  ZL4TIK 

 Stephen Gosling  ZL4SLG 

 Martin Balch  ZL4JH 
 

Email address for the committee is committee@zl4aa.co.nz 
 
BRANCH 30 - OFFICERS OF THE CLUB: 

 
 AREC Section Leader  Lindsey Ross  ZL4KS      arec@zl4aa.org.nz 

AREC Deputy   Dave Stevenson ZL4SB 

 Contact Officer  Dave Howell  ZL4TAQ    Ph 03 484 7474     

 Awards Manager  Dave Howell  ZL4TAQ  
 Contest Manager  Alan Wilden  ZL4FM       Ph 03 488 1644 (work) 

 EMC Officer  Peter Johnson  ZL4LV   

 Club Librarian  Robin Simpson ZL4BX   

 Branch Newsletter  Alan Wilden  ZL4FM   

 QSL Manager (ZL4) Dave Adams  ZL4OZ  

 Branch QSL Manager  Alan Paull  ZL4XDJ  

 Repeater Trustees Martin Balch  ZL4JH   
Don Watson  ZL4GR   

 ZL4AA Webmasters Alan Paull  ZL4XDJ 
    Paul Hayton   ZL4PH   

mailto:president@zl4aa.org.nz
mailto:alan@navcom.co.nz
mailto:Treasurer@zl4aa.org.nz
mailto:arec@zl4aa.org.nz


 
 
FAST FACTS: 
 
 Annual Subscription: Full $25.00 / Family $30.00 / Junior-Associate $11.00 

 Meetings each Wednesday evening at 7.30pm (except holiday period) 

 Postal Address: ZL4AA, Otago Branch 30, New Zealand Association of Radio 
Transmitters, P O Box 5485, Moray Place, Dunedin. 

 Branch 30 - 2 Meter Club Net 7.30pm every Sunday (146.900 MHz) repeater 

 Branch 30 - 80 Meter Club Net around 8pm every Sunday (3.613MHz) 

 National Repeater System Local Node (439.925 MHz) 

 Mosgiel Link to 146.900 (438.200 MHz simplex) (changing soon) 

 Central Otago Link to 146.850 (438.300 MHz simplex) TX CTCSS 88.4 

 Dunedin 915 Repeater (439.150 MHz) TX CTCSS 88.4  

 Dunedin 665 Repeater (146.650 MHz)  

 Club website www.zl4aa.org.nz 

 Facebook ZL4AA 

 Youtube Channel ZL4AA 

 

 
 

 
SUNDAY NIGHT (690) NET CONTROLLERS – WHO’S ON & WHEN? 
 

December   January   February    March  

   4   No Net 1   ZL4SB 1 ZL4RC 

14 ZL4PH 11 ZL4JH 8 ZL4PH 8 ZL4LDS 

21 ZL4TAQ 18 ZL4RC 15 ZL4TAQ 15 ZL4SB 

28 No Net 25 ZL4LDS 22 ZL4JH 22 ZL4PH 

      29 ZL4TAQ 

            

 
The Branch 30 weekly net runs most Sunday evenings of the year from 7.30pm for 
approximately 30 minutes. Logins are a mixture of local, out of town. An IRLP 
reflector is used to connect in Balclutha, Central Otago, Invercargill and Gore. 
Oamaru operators are also able to hear our net via a crossband link. 
The monthly the NZART national broadcast is linked in to the 690 repeater from 2000 
hrs at the end of weekly net.  
 
If you are scheduled as a net controller and are unable to host the net on your 
allocated night please arrange cover prior to your allotted net. 

 

 
 

PROJECTED BRANCH ACTIVITIES – January – March 2015: 
 

 January   14th   – Activity Night.  (Bring along something to work on) 
 January  21th   – Activity Night.   
 January  28th   – Antenna Basics  
 February  4th    – Activity Night.   
 February  11th  – Activity Night and Committee Meeting 
 February  18th  – HF Field Day Planning 
 February  25th  – Activity Night and final HF Field Day Planning 
 March  4th     – Activity Night and HF Field day Logging 
 March  11th   – Activity Night and Committee Meeting  
 March  18th   – VHF and UHF systems.  

 

http://www.zl4aa.org.nz/


      Visit www.zl4aa.org.nz for an updated list of events at any time. 
 

Annual reports from the 2014 AGM 
 

Otago Branch 30 NZART Presidents Report 2014 

David Mulder ZL4DK 

2014 has been a fantastic year for the branch. This is not just due to the 
efforts of a few but the result of a team effort from virtually the entire branch. 
Rather than thank you for this instead I congratulate you for what we have 
achieved. 

Firstly we had great success with our training weekend and had 10 new hams 
pass their ticket. This was an incredible result, and a great credit to those that 
achieved this considering the volume of material that was handed to them in 
such a short space of time. Well done! 

We competed in the Jock White memorial field day at the same site as last 
year on Creamery Road. This seems to be a very good location and we had 
another enjoyable time and successful contest result. 

We had a meeting of representatives of southern area branches with a view to 
increased inter-branch co-operation. One of the results of this was the 
extending of the area our Sunday night net reaches. I have been told this is 
much appreciated by those in the areas concerned. We have also begun an 
area wide HF net. Hopefully these will promote additional communication and 
co-operation in the future. 

We have continued to work on our repeater network. Our Karetai Road 
repeater site is proving to be a valuable resource with two paying clients now, 
helping to support our club funds. Our team of repeater trustees and helpers 
have continued to keep our systems running well and reliably. They have also 
shown how flexible they can be with various repeaters, links and other 
devices brought into service to provide coverage for special events such as 
car rallies. 

Our AREC team have also preformed their usual valuable service. I am sure 
Lindsay’s report will show again how much this team has helped the 
community, and promoted the hobby of amateur radio at the same time.  

It seems the last half of the year (or more) was dominated by our preparation 
and eventually activity for the 90th anniversary celebration of the first New 
Zealand – England QSO at Shag Valley. Starting with the planning, building 
and testing of antennas, and ending with the week of on air operation of the 
station, this event certainly occupied a large number of hours of many of the 
members. However the huge success we had made it well worth the effort. 
The way the entire event ran so successfully was a result of the branch 
working together as a team and something we can all be proud of no matter 
how large or small our own individual part was. 

 

 

http://www.zl4aa.org.nz/


 

 

So where-to for 2015? 

We definitely need to run another training weekend, hopefully early in the 
year, and I have also been reminded that we need to help and encourage the 
new hams that have come up on air and perhaps some of our meeting nights 
should be held with this in mind. 

Work to install an AREC EE band repeater should progress early next year. 
Likewise installation of a DMR repeater (as part of an AREC national initiative) 
is also expected next year. Upgrades to the Mosgiel and Central Otago links 
are also planned. 

It has been proposed to create some sort of remote HF station (perhaps 
receive only initially). This is an interesting idea that may take some time to 
come to fruition, but could be an excellent additional use of our PCU 
investment. 

We are considering holding a hamfest probably late in the year. Just what 
shape this event will take is still undecided and suggestions are welcome. 

Topics and speakers for our weekly meeting nights have been a little thin this 
last year and something we need to work on for 2015. Suggestions and offers 
are most welcome. We should probably devote a meeting night or two to 
cleaning out the garage and other areas around the clubrooms were we have 
accumulated a little too much junk. It is good to see solder melted on our 
construction nights and I would encourage those doing construction to bring 
their projects along and make some progress on these nights. 

To conclude, congratulations to you all for a fantastic 2014, and we look 
forward to a great 2015. 

 

 



 

Otago Branch NZART Annual AREC Report 2014 

Lindsey Ross ZL4KS 

It’s hard to believe that another year has flown by, but I think it helps if one 
reflects upon what has been achieved over that time. 

We have continued our good relationship with Land and Marine Search and 
Rescue and Dunedin City Civil Defence and are regular attendees at their 
meetings. 

Land Search and Rescue are a very active group and we have been involved 
with 11 training sessions, 4 searches, The Police Station Open Day, Land 
SAR Annual Appeal and a display at the Otago Museum. 

Whenever we are involved with any public relations activities we always try to 
give Amateur Radio some publicity. 

Ross ZL4RC organized for the manufacture of some magnetic signs and 
bumper stickers which look quite smart on the side of ones car during a car 
rally or at a Search and Rescue event. 

The AREC first response team has jackets with the Land SAR Logo on them 
and we have now added the AREC Logo which shows while we are members 
of that organization we are also an entity of our own working side by side with 
this group. 

During the Land SAR Annual Appeal Bob ZL4OC had the ECU in town as a 
base for the operation and was lucky enough to be interviewed as an AREC 
member by the local television station Channel 39. 

We setup a display alongside Land SAR at the Emergency Services Display 
at the Otago Museum showing of the portable repeater, VHF hand held 
radios, Floppy Jim Aerials and HF Radios portable and Base. 

The Marine SAR Distress Flare Display was on recently and Lindsay ZL4LDS 
and I took the ECU down to John Wilson Memorial Drive where it was used as 
a radio base, but more importantly the broadcast radio station where another 
of our members Paul ZL4PH provided commentary for people to tune into and 
hear about what was taking place and the various interviews coordinated by 
Martin ZL4JH. 

Car Rallies have been notable this year starting off with the Rally Otago, then 
helping BR08 with the Rally of Catlins, Terry, Martin and others put quite a bit 
of ground work in for several Stages of the Targa Rally before we were 
advised that we were no longer required and of course the Silver Fern Rally 
which started in Blenheim zig zagged its way down the South Island and 
finished in Queenstown some 8 days later. 

This was some mean feat for Amateur Radio, providing reliable radio 
communications from all the stages back to Blenheim Base using IRLP linked 
VHF repeaters, HF Radio, the National System and Fleet Link Radio. 

 

 



 

The 90th anniversary at Shag Valley Station was another highlight for AREC 
where we provided a STSP Repeater for local communications and 2 cross 
band links back to the Dunedin repeaters as well as a base setup and the Tait 
Hand Held radios. 

Pretty much all the equipment available was pressed into service. 

During the year I was asked by AREC National to step in and fill the role of 
AREC Area Manager, so I find myself providing support to the AREC Sections 
South of the Waitaki as well as to the BR30 AREC. 

Part of this involves attending meetings such as the Land SAR Regional 
Meeting which is held in Alexandra each quarter. 

Stephen ZL4SLG has been experimenting with the SAR Track Search and 
Rescue Management Software as the future for managing searches will one 
day move away from the paper system and we may find ourselves getting 
involved with computer networking and management software as well as radio 
communications. As part of this AREC purchased 2 APRS Trackers so that 
Stephen can experiment with this aspect of the software also. 

There are several repeater projects which will hopefully come to fruition next 
year. 

One is a fixed commercial repeater channel which would be available for 
Search and Rescue and the other is a Digital Mobile Radio project which 
AREC National is rolling out to main centers as an experiment with this 
technology. 

I would like to thank Terry ZL4TAE for the use of your commercial repeaters 
during the year and for stepping in and organizing the communications plan 
for the Targa and Silver Fern Rallies. 

Thanks to Stewart ZL4DC for assisting us to gain permission to use the 
Downer repeater network during the Rally Otago. 

Martin you have been a tower of strength again this year. The work you put 
into setting up the base for the Rally Otago and you always seem to have time 
for AREC weather it is for a SAR operation, helping to organize 
communications plans, getting IRLP nodes going for the Silver Fern Rally and 
this is really touching on what you have done this year so I thanks you for 
your continued support. 

A special thanks to my 2ic Dave ZL4SB for your support during the year. 

There have been so many people stepping in to help this year so I would like 
to thank you all for you continued support. 

Lindsey Ross ZL4KS BR30 NZART AREC Section Leader  

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

2014 ANNUAL REPEATER REPORT  
 
Martin Balch ZL4JH 
 
Again, a busy year for the Repeater Sub Committee and many helpers although 
perhaps not the very visible upgrades that occurred last year. 
 
What have we achieved during the year:- 

 At Karetai Road: 
o The upgrade of the tank and its facilities has continued. 
o The mast has been climbed again and the faulty feeder re-

terminated. 
o The old hard-line feeder has been re-terminated and connected to 

the standby dipole. 
o The old RG213 feeder is now a spare. 
o Agreement was reached with Unifone to use the site and their 

permanent antenna installed on the aerial pole. Unifone supplied 
two personal to help at the working bee as their aerials were 
upgraded. 

o Aurora Energy have continued with their installation including new 
underground ducts to their power pole with spare feeders should 
we require them.  Their system is now all up and running. 

o The FR3000 repeater proved unsuitable for the site and is being 
retuned back to the original commercial band where it will be 
utilised as a SAR repeater on probably EE 196. Licence approval is 
underway and some financial assistance is to be sought from 
AREC National.  Lindsey, ZL4KS is leading this project. 

o DUD has been resurrected as an APRS unit on 144.575MHz and 
the necessary equipment purchased to connect the APRS to the 
internet. 

o A Digital Motorola UHF SAR repeater is also being planned – this 
will be largely funded from NZSAR funds and is part of a planned 
nationwide rollout. 

o A D Star repeater was trialled from the site for a period. As it was 
not connected to the internet, its use was limited to just voice 
contacts which heavily limited its usability. It was further 
disadvantaged by some severe de-sensing, possibly from its own 
transmitter as the duplexer in use was suspect. 

o 665 is now using two Tait mobiles lent by ZL4DC with a proposal to 
change to Tait T800 equipment when some wideband VHF 
commercial equipment due to be retired becomes available. 

Half way Bush 
Second hand Tait equipment is now installed on the site with a replacement UHF 
collinear ready to be installed.  Because of continuing problems with the 
Queenstown 685 repeater, the unit has routinely  been switched to Alex 700.  
The site is licensed for either 685 or 700 but not both at the same time. 
Mt Cargill 
Only routine checks on this site.  
Mosgiel Crossbander 
Planning is well underway to convert this site to a repeater for the UHF side. 
Alan, ZL4FM is leading this project. 
Highcliff RNZ 
The aerials have been tidied at this site with the 4 element VHF Yagi installed 
and a two element twin dipole array ex Mt Cargill for the UHF.  This site is also 
normally turned off and is a provision for SAR/CD work. 
 
 



 
 
Services in use 
 
Mt Cargill 

 690 

 National System including north and south links 

Highcliff RNZ 

   AREC STSP cross-bander. 

Karetai Road 

 665  

 STSP on site connected and switched to ESB 58 but turned off. 

o Separate duplexers on site for ES band and ES 164 

 APRS 

Rudd Road 

 915  Occasionally suffers from some interference, suspected from other 

equipment on site. 

Saddle Hill 

 438.2 cross-bander to 690 

Half Way Bush 

 438.3 cross-bander to Alexandra 700 pending frequency versatile 

equipment which will allow switching between 700 and 685. 

 
Future and or developing projects 

 Completing  Karetai Road upgrade. 

 Follow through with possible aerial/pole upgrade at Mt Cargill – on hold 

indefinitely at present. 

 Installation of Beacons starting with VHF – no licence currently held. 

 Installation of EE196 at Karetai Road 

 Installation of UHF Motorola digital SAR repeater at Karetai Road. 

 Aerial upgrade at Halfway Bush site. 

 Upgrade Mosgiel cross-bander to a UHF repeater function. 

NOTE:  Both IRLP’s in service locally are privately owned and funded. 
In closing,  my thanks to all those who have helped during the year – we  have an 
enthusiastic band of helpers who each bring their own particular and necessary 
skills. This has enabled us to set up several Project Managers for the various 
projects underway.  Most work underway was put on hold for around 3 months 
because of the heavy involvement of all the RSC members with three major 
projects, The Targa rally (planning only), The Silver Fern rally and of course, the 
major Shag Valley Station event which extended us in all direction and was highly 
successful, in no small manner due to the keen input and help we had from a 
large number of our members.  
Again, in particular I mention Peter, ZL4LV for supplying a free home to the 
Mosgiel link of our 690 repeater, and  to Don, ZL4GR for all his work in 
monitoring and documenting faults and problems on our systems and in particular 
for his close monitoring of the National System and careful and dedicated 
attention to locating where problems are occurring.   
 
 
Martin Balch 
Repeater co-trustee 

 
 

 
 



 
Old Timers Afternoon 29th  November 2014 
 
On Saturday the 29th of November we held our annual 
Old Timers Afternoon. 
 
A  good number attend, and a great afternoon tea was 
had by all. 
 

This year we noted the absents of Anne ZL4WAH and 
Don ZL4GR, who couldn’t come.  
 

A big thank you to Ross ZL4RC, Kay ZL4KAY, Annie 
Howell and others for their working in the kitchen this 
year.  Everything was very yummy.     
                           
      
People came from far and wide to attend the afternoon.   
Notably, Jim ZL4MP from Invercargill, who was a member of our branch for many years, 
made the trip north, and Pete ZL4SA from Ranfurly, who’s 
smiling face we are always pleased to see.    

 

 
 
 

The Old Timers afternoon is open to everyone, 
young and old. You do not have to be a member 
of the Branch to attend. 
 
It is a great opportunity to catch up with those we 
seldom see, and have a good old natter about all 
things radio.  
 
I am looking forward to the next Old Timers 
afternoon on the 28th  of November 2015.  Mark it 
in your calendars and give me a call if you need a 
ride. 
 
73 de Alan  
ZL4FM  
alan@navcom.co.nz 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

R   L4Kay and Annie          Ross ZL4RC with Kay ZL4KAY & Annie Howell 

 

Jim ZL4MP (Left) Ray ZL4WRC (Centre)  
Dave ZL4LDY (Right) 

Ernie ZL4AH (Left) Marty ZL4LK (Back Left) 
Pete ZL4SA (Right) John ZL4RS Back (Right) 

 

A big thank you to Robin Simpson ZL4BX for, 

once again, taken such great photos. 

mailto:alan@navcom.co.nz


 

VHF Field Day 2014 

A report from the ZL4DC Team from MT Cargill 

Stew ZL4DC, Adam ZL4ASC and Ken ZL4NR arrived at Mt Cargill Early on Saturday and put the 

horizontal aerials up and the 23cm Band Dish.   

John ZL4TDB, Alan ZL4FM and Daniel ZL4DU arrived shortly after 2:30 pm and put up the 

vertical station aerials. 

 

The horizontal station was running  

 

100 Watts on 6m into a 5 Element Yargi, 100 Watts on 2M into a 12 Element Yargi, 75 Watts on 

70cm into a 20 Element Yargi and 10 Watts on 23cm into a 1.5M Dish 

 

The Vertical Station was running  

 

50 Watts on 2M SSB CW and FM into the 10 Element Beam,  20 Watts on 70CM SSB CW and FM 

into the 8 Element Beam,  1 Watt FM on 23CM into the 8 Element Beam,  and just under 5 Watts on 

6cm into a Horn, which is not in the photo.   Lastly I had a 100Watts on  6M into 1/4Wave vertical 

on a mag mount. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all the locals and southerners who gave us contacts on the various bands.  And well done to all 

the ZL4DC team for a great first effort on VHF Field Day.   Also congratulations to the ZL4AA team, 

consisting of Dave ZL4DK and Terry ZL4TAE over on Swampy.      

10 Element 2m Yargi 

12 Element 2M Yargi 

 

20 element 70cm Beam 

 

8 Element 70cm Beam 

 

5 Element 6M Beam 
8 Element 23cm Beam 

23cm Dish 

 

6M 1/4wave 



73 de Alan ZL4FM 

 

Techies Corner 

 

With many of our modern radios becoming too small and 
complex for radio Amateurs to delve into we are fast 
becoming a hobby of appliance operators.  However, there 
are still many options for those who want to do some 
construction and building of there own. 

Here are a couple simple circuit provided by Stewart 
ZL4TH. 
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ZL4AA, Otago Branch 30 
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